Sponsors Uncloaked 
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The American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. has asked all 
Bell System affiliates that they 
require sponsors of recorded 
! propaganda phone messages 
to announce their names and 
addresses in the messages. 

This was disclosed yester- 
day by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, which 
said it had been informed un- 
officially of the new policy bv 
AT&T. 

The AT&T request, which 
for practical purposes is a 
command, will principally af- 
fect the sponsors of right-wing 
“Let Freedom Ring” phone 
messages. 

Recorded at frequent inter- 
vals, they are recited auto- 
matically by equipment that 
answers when well advertised 
phone numbers are dialed. 

The AT&T proposal is the 
second in recent weeks to 
strip away anonymity from lo- 
cal sponsoi's of “Let Freedom 
Ring” messages. 

It v/as disclosed |just after 
Sen. Jacob K.'Jafcits (R-N Y ) 
announced that he., was pro- 
posing legislation to require 
disclosure of sponsorship of 
“hate” messages. 


Until now, AT&T had said 
that such identification would 
impose an undue burden on 
subscribers to its automatic 
answering service. In its new 
proposal, however, informa- 
tional recordings — weather, 
airline and the dike — ^would be 
excluded. 

A drive to end the anony- 
mity that "bad cloaked “Let 
Freedom Ring” recordings 
had been led by the Anti-Defe- 
m-ation League of B’nal B’rith, 
a Jewish fraternal organiza- 
tion, joined by several mem- 
bers O'f Congress. Yesterday*s 
move by AT&T represents an 
almost complete victory. 

Two weeks ago, a partial 
victory was won when AT&T 
^sclosed that it was request- 
ing its affiliates to identify 
the ^onsors of “Let Freedom 
Ring messages in response 
to a request made by Bell Sys- 
tem offices. 


“Let Freedom Ring” was 
founded three years ago by 
Dr. William C. Douglass, 
Sarasota, Fla., physician who 
is a member of the John Birch 
Society. 

In a recent phone interview, 
he said that the messages pre- 
pared by his organization (and 
locally) are now distributed in 
more than 50 cities and are 

heard by 30,000 to 50,000 
listeners daily. 



